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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

1. Claims 1-9,12, 15, 19-20, 22-25, 28-30,38,45,48-54 and 56 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sandhu et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,867,733 
hereinafter Sandhu) in view of Vij et al (2005/01 53724 hereinafter Vij). 

Regarding claim 1 . Sandhu teaches a data communication method in a 
communication system (abstract), comprising: 

transmitting and receiving speech and/or data by means of a mobile device of the 
communication system and by using a predetermined transmission resource (col. 2 
lines 34-35, col. 2 lines 58-61, col. 7 lines 35-41, col. 8 lines 11-17), 
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determining the location of the mobile device of the communication system (col. 
2 lines 36-38), 

in response to the transmitting of speech and/or data by the mobile device, 
transmitting, with the speech or data, information about the location of the mobile device 
(col. 4 lines 58-62, col. 7 lines 35-41, col. 8 lines 11-17) to a predefined group of users 
currently connected to a network element of the communication system (col. 5 lines 35- 
65). 

Sandhu does not show receiving a response acknowledgement about the 
location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the information 
about the location of the mobile device was transmitted. 

Vij teaches a method and apparatus for sharing user information in a group 
communication (title, abstract, paragraphs 0001, 0014) such as user presence and/or 
location information (paragraph 0003). Vij also shows predefined groups of users 
(paragraph 0028) and user presence and/or location is announced through point-to- 
point alerts or group alerts (paragraph 0029). Vij also teaches receiving response 
Ack about the location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the 
information about the location of the mobile device was transmitted (see paragraphs 
0030-0033 wherein using user-initiated point-to-point alerts, a user presses a PTT 
button on the phone to send the alert to members in a designated group and if a 
guaranteed delivery alert is used, then the user receives an "Ack" alert if the alert is 
successfully delivered, or a "Nak" if it isn't so that the user can figure out which 
members are online, in a meeting, at an airport, etc.). Vij also teaches that other 
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members in a predefined group may also receive the "Ack" so that they to can be 
informed of presence and/or location of other members in a predefined group 
(paragraphs 0034-0036). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu to use the guaranteed delivery alert as 
taught by Vij in order to inform the user that presence and/or location information has 
been successfully received by members of the chat group. 

Regarding claims 25 and 45. Sandhu teaches a data communication method in 
a communication system, comprising: 

transmitting and receiving speech and/or data by means of a mobile device of the 
communication system and by using a predetermined transmission resource (col. 2 
lines 34-35, col. 2 lines 58-61, col. 7 lines 35-41, col. 8 lines 11-17), 

determining the location of the mobile device of the communication system (col. 
2 lines 36-38), 

in response to the transmitting of speech and/or data by the mobile device, 
transmitting, with the speech or data, information about the location of the mobile device 
(col. 4 lines 58-62, col. 7 lines 35-41, col. 8 lines 11-17) to a predefined group of users 
currently connected to a network element of the communication system (col. 5 lines 35- 
65), 
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taking predefined privacy levels assigned to predefined groups or to users 
belonging to predefined groups into account in the transmission of the information (col. 
5 lines 53-65). 

Sandhu does not show receiving a response acknowledgement about the 
location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the information 
about the location of the mobile device was transmitted. 

Vij teaches a method and apparatus for sharing user information in a group 
communication (title, abstract, paragraphs 0001, 0014) such as user presence and/or 
location information (paragraph 0003). Vij also shows predefined groups of users 
(paragraph 0028) and user presence and/or location is announced through point-to- 
point alerts or group alerts (paragraph 0029). Vij also teaches receiving response 
Ack about the location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the 
information about the location of the mobile device was transmitted (see paragraphs 
0030-0033 wherein using user-initiated point-to-point alerts, a user presses a PTT 
button on the phone to send the alert to members in a designated group and if a 
guaranteed delivery alert is used, then the user receives an "Ack" alert if the alert is 
successfully delivered, or a "Nak" if it isn't so that the user can figure out which 
members are online, in a meeting, at an airport, etc.). Vij also teaches that other 
members in a predefined group may also receive the "Ack" so that they to can be 
informed of presence and/or location of other members in a predefined group 
(paragraphs 0034-0036). 
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It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu to use the guaranteed delivery alert as 
taught by Vij in order to inform the user that presence and/or location information has 
been successfully received by members of the chat group. 

Regarding claim 28. Sandhu teaches a mobile device, comprising 
location determining means for determining the location of the mobile device (col. 
2 lines 36-38), 

a transmitter for transmitting, with speech or data, information about the location 
of the mobile device in response to transmitting speech or data by the mobile device to 
a predefined group of users currently connected to a network element of a 
communication system (col. 2 lines 34-35, col. 2 lines 58-61, col. 7 lines 35-41, col. 8 
lines 11-17). 

Sandhu does not show a receiver for receiving a response acknowledgement 
about the location of at least one of the users of the predefined group, to which the 
information about the location of the mobile device was transmitted. 

Vij teaches a method and apparatus for sharing user information in a group 
communication (title, abstract, paragraphs 0001, 0014) such as user presence and/or 
location information (paragraph 0003). Vij also shows predefined groups of users 
(paragraph 0028) and user presence and/or location is announced through point-to- 
point alerts or group alerts (paragraph 0029). Vij also teaches receiving response 
Ack about the location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the 
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information about the location of the mobile device was transmitted (see paragraphs 
0030-0033 wherein using user-initiated point-to-point alerts, a user presses a PTT 
button on the phone to send the alert to members in a designated group and if a 
guaranteed delivery alert is used, then the user receives an "Ack" alert if the alert is 
successfully delivered, or a "Nak" if it isn't so that the user can figure out which 
members are online, in a meeting, at an airport, etc.). Vij also teaches that other 
members in a predefined group may also receive the "Ack" so that they to can be 
informed of presence and/or location of other members in a predefined group 
(paragraphs 0034-0036). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu to use the guaranteed delivery alert as 
taught by Vij in order to inform the user that presence and/or location information has 
been successfully received by members of the chat group. 

Regarding claim 38. Sandhu teaches a telecommunication system, comprising 
at least first and second mobile devices (figure 1), 
at least one network element (figure 1), 

means to determine the location of a mobile device (col. 2 lines 36-38, see GPS 
receiver in figure 2), 

transmitting means in the first mobile device for transmitting, with speech or data 
information about the location of the first mobile device to a predefined group of users 
currently connected to a network element in response to transmitting speech or data by 



Application/Control Number: 10/820,893 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2617 

the first mobile device (col. 2 lines 34-35, col. 2 lines 58-61 , col. 7 lines 35-41 , col. 8 
lines 11-17), wherein predefined privacy levels assigned to predefined groups or to 
users belonging to predefined groups are taken into account in the transmission of 
information about the location of the first mobile device (col. 5 lines 53-65), and 
receiving means for receiving a response acknowledgement including information about 
the location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the information 
about the location of the mobile device was transmitted, 

wherein the at least one network element is configured to receive information 
about the location of the first mobile device, and to store the information (see database 
at server in figure 4). 

Sandhu does not show receiving means for receiving a response 
acknowledgement including information about the location of at least one of the users of 
the predefined group to which the information about the location of the mobile device 
was transmitted 

Vij teaches a method and apparatus for sharing user information in a group 
communication (title, abstract, paragraphs 0001, 0014) such as user presence and/or 
location information (paragraph 0003). Vij also shows predefined groups of users 
(paragraph 0028) and user presence and/or location is announced through point-to- 
point alerts or group alerts (paragraph 0029). Vij also teaches receiving response 
Ack about the location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the 
information about the location of the mobile device was transmitted (see paragraphs 
0030-0033 wherein using user-initiated point-to-point alerts, a user presses a PTT 
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button on the phone to send the alert to members in a designated group and if a 
guaranteed delivery alert is used, then the user receives an "Ack" alert if the alert is 
successfully delivered, or a "Nak" if it isn't so that the user can figure out which 
members are online, in a meeting, at an airport, etc.). Vij also teaches that other 
members in a predefined group may also receive the "Ack" so that they to can be 
informed of presence and/or location of other members in a predefined group 
(paragraphs 0034-0036). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu to use the guaranteed delivery alert as 
taught by Vij in order to inform the user that presence and/or location information has 
been successfully received by members of the chat group. 

Regarding claim 2. Sandhu teaches wherein the determining step further 
comprises: determining the location in the mobile device (col. 2 line 36). 

Regarding claims 3 and 30. Sandhu teaches wherein the determining step 
further comprises: determining the location using a satellite positioning system (col. 2 
line 37). 

Regarding claims 4 and 29. Sandhu teaches establishing a packet switched 
connection between the mobile device and a network element of the communication 
system as the predetermined transmission resource (see item 32 in figure 3). 

Regarding claim 5. Sandhu teaches transmitting information about the location 
in response to a command given by the user of the device (col. 2 lines 39-43). 
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Vij also teaches user presses button to transmit presence and/or location 
information (paragraphs 0030-0033). 

Regarding claim 6. Sandhu teaches detecting a change in the location of the 
mobile device; transmitting information about the location on the basis of the detection 
(col. 3 lines 2-5, col. 6 lines 11-14).. 

Regarding claim 7. Sandhu teaches wherein the mobile device is participating in 
a group call (col. 5 lines 38-43, col. 8 lines 11-12). 

Vij also teaches group call (paragraphs 0001, 0003, 0014, 0019). 

Regarding claim 8. Sandhu teaches wherein the predefined group of users is 
participating in a group call (col. 5 lines 38-43, col. 8 lines 11-12). 

Vij also teaches group call (paragraphs 0001, 0003, 0014, 0019). 

Regarding claim 9. Sandhu teaches wherein at least one user of the predefined 
group of users receives the information about the location using a mobile device (col. 2 
lines 34-35). 

Vij also teaches at least one user of the predefined group of users receives the 
information about the location using a mobile device (abstract, paragraphs 0001 , 0003, 
0014, 0019). 

Regarding claim 12. Sandhu teaches wherein at least one packet comprising 
information about the location is transmitted among speech or data packets (col. 2 lines 
39-43, col. 7 lines 37-39). 
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Regarding claim 15. Sandhu does not show detecting a pressing of a 
predetermined key of the mobile device, activating speech transmission on the basis of 
the detection. 

Vij teaches a method and apparatus for sharing user information in a group 
communication (title, abstract, paragraphs 0001, 0014) such as user presence and/or 
location information (paragraph 0003). Vij also shows predefined groups of users 
(paragraph 0028) and user presence and/or location is announced through point-to- 
point alerts or group alerts (paragraph 0029). Vij also teaches receiving response 
Ack about the location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the 
information about the location of the mobile device was transmitted (see paragraphs 
0030-0033 wherein using user-initiated point-to-point alerts, a user presses a PTT 
button on the phone to send the alert to members in a designated group and if a 
guaranteed delivery alert is used, then the user receives an "Ack" alert if the alert is 
successfully delivered, or a "Nak" if it isn't so that the user can figure out which 
members are online, in a meeting, at an airport, etc.). Vij also teaches that other 
members in a predefined group may also receive the "Ack" so that they to can be 
informed of presence and/or location of other members in a predefined group 
(paragraphs 0034-0036). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu to use the PTT button with guaranteed 
delivery alert as taught by Vij in order to inform the user that presence and/or location 
information has been successfully received by members of the chat group. 
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Regarding claim 19. Sandhu teaches wherein each device participating in the 
group call transmits information about its location to a predetermined participant in the 
group call (col. 2 lines 39-43), and the predetermined participant in the group call 
transmits the information about the location of each device to all participants (col. 2 lines 
58-62). The Examiner equates the service provider with the predetermined participant. 

Regarding claim 20. Sandhu teaches wherein the time when location was 
determined is included in the location information (col. 4 line 66 - col. 5 line 2). 

Regarding claim 22. Sandhu teaches transmitting location information to the 
network element, and storing location information in the network element (col. 2 lines 
39-43 and figure 4). 

Regarding claim 23. Sandhu teaches wherein the location information is sent 
without intervention by the user of the device (col. 4 lines 58-66). 

Regarding claim 24. Sandhu teaches wherein the information about the location 
of the mobile device is used as input information for an application running in a mobile 
device or a computer (col. 3 lines 6-10). 

Regarding claim 48. Sandhu teaches updating and maintaining the predefined 
group of users by a presence server (col. 6 lines 24-29). 

Vij also teaches maintaining the group of users by a presence server 
(paragraphs 0036-0037). 

Regarding claim 49. Sandhu teaches storing the location information (item 46 
figure 4) and the identities of the users of the predefined group by individual network 
elements (item 42 figure 4). 
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Regarding claim 50. Sandhu does not show the response acknowledgement at a 
display of the mobile device. 

Vij teaches a method and apparatus for sharing user information in a group 
communication (title, abstract, paragraphs 0001, 0014) such as user presence and/or 
location information (paragraph 0003). Vij also shows predefined groups of users 
(paragraph 0028) and user presence and/or location is announced through point-to- 
point alerts or group alerts (paragraph 0029). Vij also teaches receiving response 
Ack about the location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the 
information about the location of the mobile device was transmitted (see paragraphs 
0030-0033 wherein using user-initiated point-to-point alerts, a user presses a PTT 
button on the phone to send the alert to members in a designated group and if a 
guaranteed delivery alert is used, then the user receives an "Ack" alert if the alert is 
successfully delivered, or a "Nak" if it isn't so that the user can figure out which 
members are online, in a meeting, at an airport, etc.). Vij also teaches that other 
members in a predefined group may also receive the "Ack" so that they to can be 
informed of presence and/or location of other members in a predefined group 
(paragraphs 0034-0036). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu to use the PTT button with guaranteed 
delivery alert as taught by Vij in order to inform the user that presence and/or location 
information has been successfully received by members of the chat group. 
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Regarding claim 51 . Vij teaches wherein the response acknowledgement is sent 
from the network element (see paragraphs 0036-0038 wherein the network sends ACK 
to target users to update the status of users on their buddy list) including the location 
information of the predefined group of users which is updated within a predetermined 
time interval. 

Regarding claim 52. Sandhu does not show wherein the response 
acknowledgement is sent by the predefined group of users including the location 
information of the predefined group of users. 

Vij teaches a method and apparatus for sharing user information in a group 
communication (title, abstract, paragraphs 0001, 0014) such as user presence and/or 
location information (paragraph 0003). Vij also shows predefined groups of users 
(paragraph 0028) and user presence and/or location is announced through point-to- 
point alerts or group alerts (paragraph 0029). Vij also teaches receiving response 
Ack about the location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the 
information about the location of the mobile device was transmitted (see paragraphs 
0030-0036 wherein using user-initiated point-to-point alerts, a user presses a PTT 
button on the phone to send the alert to members in a designated group and if a 
guaranteed delivery alert is used, then the user receives an "Ack" alert if the alert is 
successfully delivered, or a "Nak" if it isn't so that the user can figure out which 
members are online, in a meeting, at an airport , etc.). Vij also teaches that other 
members in a predefined group may also receive the "Ack" so that they to can be 
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informed of presence and/or location of other members in a predefined group 
(paragraphs 0034-0036). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu to use the PTT button with guaranteed 
delivery alert as taught by Vij in order to inform the user that presence and/or location 
information has been successfully received by members of the chat group. 

Regarding claim 53. Sandhu does not show wherein the response 
acknowledgement includes location information for at least one device controlled by a 
user of the predefined group. 

Vij teaches a method and apparatus for sharing user information in a group 
communication (title, abstract, paragraphs 0001, 0014) such as user presence and/or 
location information (paragraph 0003). Vij also shows predefined groups of users 
(paragraph 0028) and user presence and/or location is announced through point-to- 
point alerts or group alerts (paragraph 0029). Vij also teaches receiving response 
Ack about the location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the 
information about the location of the mobile device was transmitted (see paragraphs 
0030-0036 wherein using user-initiated point-to-point alerts, a user presses a PTT 
button on the phone to send the alert to members in a designated group and if a 
guaranteed delivery alert is used, then the user receives an "Ack" alert if the alert is 
successfully delivered, or a "Nak" if it isn't so that the user can figure out which 
members are online, in a meeting, at an airport , etc.). Vij also teaches that other 
members in a predefined group may also receive the "Ack" so that they to can be 
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informed of presence and/or location of other members in a predefined group 
(paragraphs 0034-0036). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu to use the PTT button with guaranteed 
delivery alert as taught by Vij in order to inform the user that presence and/or location 
information has been successfully received by members of the chat group. 

Regarding claim 54. Sandhu teaches wherein the information about the location 
of the mobile device is transmitted by a dedicated protocol between the mobile device 
and the network element or between the mobile device and mobile devices of the 
predetermined group of users (col. 4 lines 58-62). 

Vij also teaches wherein the information about the location of the mobile device 
is transmitted by a dedicated protocol between the mobile device and the network 
element or between the mobile device and mobile devices of the predetermined group 
of users (see paragraphs 0030-0033 wherein mobile to mobile communication disclosed 
and paragraphs 0034-0036 wherein mobile to presence server disclosed). 

Regarding claim 56. Sandhu teaches wherein the network element requests 
authentication of a terminal before sharing information from the network element (col. 5 
lines 20-25). 

2. Claims 10, 14, 18, 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sandhu et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,867,733 hereinafter Sandhu) in view of Vij et al 
(2005/0153724 hereinafter Vij) further in view of Liou (6,941,147). 
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Regarding claim 10. Sandhu in view of Vij so not show wherein at least one user 
of the predefined group of users receives the information about the location by using a 
personal computer. 

Liou also teaches a user presses a button on a "Pocket PC" (see col. 1 lines 15- 
37) and location information is sent with the audio signal (col. 4 lines 33-49). Liou also 
teaches information about the location of the mobile device can be sent as a separate 
message (see col. 5 lines 7-20 wherein communication system can send request to the 
mobile device and the mobile device can automatically send location feedback 
information to the network which is important when the user is unable to activate the 
button). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teaching of Sandhu in view of Vij to remote control a "Pocket 
PC" incorporated with a GPS unit as taught by Liou in order to allow the network to 
remotely activate the GPS controller when the user is unable to do so as disclosed by 
Vij. 

Regarding claim 14. Sandhu in view of Vij do not show wherein the information 
about the location of the mobile device is sent as a separate message. 

Liou also teaches a user presses a button and location information is sent with 
the audio signal (col. 4 lines 33-49). Liou also teaches information about the location of 
the mobile device can be sent as a separate message (see col. 5 lines 7-20 wherein 
communication system can send request to the mobile device and the mobile device 
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can automatically send location feedback information to the network which is important 
when the user is unable to activate the button). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teaching of Sandhu in view of Vij to remote control the GPS unit 
as taught by Liou in order to allow the network to remotely activate the GPS controller 
when the user is unable to do so as disclosed by Vij. 

Regarding claim 18. Sandhu in view of Vij do not show receiving a location 
query from the system, and determining and transmitting information about the location 
of the mobile device in response to the query. 

Liou also teaches a user presses a button and location information is sent with 
the audio signal (col. 4 lines 33-49). Liou also teaches information about the location of 
the mobile device can be sent as a separate message (see col. 5 lines 7-20 wherein 
communication system can send request to the mobile device and the mobile device 
can automatically send location feedback information to the network which is important 
when the user is unable to activate the button). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teaching of Sandhu in view of Vij to remote control the GPS unit 
as taught by Liou in order to allow the network to remotely activate the GPS controller 
when the user is unable to do so as disclosed by Vij. 

Regarding claim 32. Sandhu in view of Vij do not show a keyboard with at least 
one key, means to detect a pressing of a predetermined key of the keyboard, means to 
activate speech transmission on the basis of the detection. 
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Liou also teaches a user presses a button on a "Pocket PC" (see col. 1 lines 
15-37) and location information is sent with the audio signal (col. 4 lines 33-49). Liou 
also teaches information about the location of the mobile device can be sent as a 
separate message (see col. 5 lines 7-20 wherein communication system can send 
request to the mobile device and the mobile device can automatically send location 
feedback information to the network which is important when the user is unable to 
activate the button). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teaching of Sandhu in view of Vij to remote control a "Pocket 
PC" incorporated with a GPS unit as taught by Liou in order to allow the network to 
remotely activate the GPS controller when the user is unable to do so as disclosed by 
Vij. 

3. Claims 11, 13, and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sandhu et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,867,733 hereinafter Sandhu) in view 
of Vij et al (2005/0153724 hereinafter Vij) further in view Delprat (5,51 1 ,072). 

Regarding claim 1 1 . Sandhu in view of Vij do not show wherein at least one 
packet comprising information about the location replaces at least one speech or data 
packet. 

Delprat teaches speech or data is replaced with a signaling message (col. 1 line 
60 - col. 2 line 3) so that receiving stations can easily determine if the message 
comprises speech or data. Delprat further teaches sending information concerning 
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encryption mode and synchronization to enable users joining an encrypted group call in 
mid-call to decrypt the received signal (col. 6 lines 1 1-20). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu in view of Vij to include information 
concerning encryption mode and synchronization as taught by Delprat in order to 
enable users joining an encrypted group call in mid-call to decrypt the received signal. 

Regarding claim 13. Sandhu in view of Vij do not show wherein each packet 
comprises information about whether it contains speech, data or information about the 
location of the mobile device. 

Delprat teaches speech or data is replaced with a signaling message (col. 1 line 
60 - col. 2 line 3) so that receiving stations can easily determine if the message 
comprises speech or data. Delprat further teaches sending information concerning 
encryption mode and synchronization to enable users joining an encrypted group call in 
mid-call to decrypt the received signal (col. 6 lines 1 1-20). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu in view of Vij to include information 
concerning encryption mode and synchronization as taught by Delprat in order to 
enable users joining an encrypted group call in mid-call to decrypt the received signal. 

Regarding claim 55. Sandhu in view of Vij do not show wherein the dedicated 
protocol and a connection between the mobile device and the network element or 
between the mobile device and mobile devices of the predetermined group of users is 
encrypted. 
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Delprat teaches speech or data is replaced with a signaling message (col. 1 line 
60 - col. 2 line 3) so that receiving stations can easily determine if the message 
comprises speech or data. Delprat further teaches sending information concerning 
encryption mode and synchronization to enable users joining an encrypted group call in 
mid-call to decrypt the received signal (col. 6 lines 1 1-20). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu in view of Vij to include information 
concerning encryption mode and synchronization as taught by Delprat in order to 
enable users joining an encrypted group call in mid-call to decrypt the received signal. 
4. Claims 27 and 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sandhu et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,867,733 hereinafter Sandhu) in view of Vij et al 
(2005/0153724 hereinafter Vij) further in view Kennedy, III et al (5,544,225 hereinafter 
Kennedy). 

Regarding claim 27. Sandhu in view of Vij do not show wherein transmission of 
location related information is triggered by a Voice command or a sound. 

Kennedy teaches transmission of location related information is triggered by a 
voice command or a sound (col. 8 lines 12-14, col. 8 lines 54-56, col. 14 lines 29-31). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu in view of Vij to use voice recognition as 
taught by Kennedy in order to provide location data. 

Regarding claim 31 . Sandhu in view of Vij do not show wherein the location 
determining means includes an inertia navigation arrangement. 



Application/Control Number: 10/820,893 Page 22 

Art Unit: 2617 

Kennedy teaches determining the location of the mobile device using inertia 
navigation arrangement (col. 7 lines 5-9). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu in view of Vij to use inertia navigation as 
taught by Kennedy in order to provide location data when GPS reception is difficult due 
to tunnels and other obstacles blocking the GPS signals. 

5. Claims 17 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sandhu et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,867,733 hereinafter Sandhu) in view of Vij et al 
(2005/0153724 hereinafter Vij) further in view Straub (7,142,900). 

Regarding claims 17 and 34. Sandhu in view of Vij do not show transmitting 
information about the location of the mobile device in a predefined part of the 
transmission. 

Straub teaches pressing button to both transmit a voice communication and to 
initiate transmission of location data (abstract, col. 2 line 55 - col. 3 line 20). This 
combines two important functions in one input device to reduce complexity and cost of 
the unit and also results in the automatic transmission of location data every time the 
user transmits a voice communication. 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu in view of Vij to transmit information about 
location of the mobile device in a predefined part of transmission (i.e. part of the voice 
transmission) as taught by Straub in order to reduce complexity and cost of the device, 
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as well as, automatically transmitting the location data every time thee user transmits a 
voice communication. 

6. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sandhu 
et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,867,733 hereinafter Sandhu) in view of Vij et al (2005/0153724 
hereinafter Vij) further in view Grube et al (6,885,874 hereinafter Grube). 

Regarding claim 26. Sandhu in view of Vij do not show wherein transmission of 
location related information is triggered by an external event detected by a sensor of the 
mobile device. 

Grube teaches wherein transmission of location related information is triggered 
by an external event detected by a sensor of the mobile device (col. 3 lines 45-51 ). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu in view of Vij to use trigger events as taught 
by Grube in order to provide the group call with location information as disclosed by 
Grube (col. 3 lines 18-20). 

7. Claims 35-37, 39-40, 43-44 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sandhu et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,867,733 hereinafter Sandhu) in view 
of Vij et al (2005/0153724 hereinafter Vij) further in view of Kinnunen et al (6,813,501 
hereinafter Kinnunen). 

Regarding claims 35, 43, and 46. Sandhu teaches a telecommunication system, 
comprising 

at least a first and second mobile device (figure 1), 
at least one network element (figure 1), 
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means to determine the location of the first mobile device (col. 2 lines 36-38) and 
for the first mobile device to include a method with which the location of the first 
mobile device is determined in information about the location of the mobile 
device, 

wherein the first mobile device includes transmitting means for transmitting 
speech and/or data to the network element by using a predetermined transmission 
resource, and to transmit the information about the location of the first mobile device in 
response to the transmitting of the speech or data by the first mobile device to a 
predefined group of users, including the second mobile device, and currently connected 
to the network element (col. 2 lines 34-35, col. 2 lines 58-61 , col. 7 lines 35-41 , col. 8 
lines 11-17). 

Sandhu does not show receiving means for receiving a response 
acknowledgement including the location of at least one of the users of the predefined 
group to which the information about the location of the mobile device was transmitted. 

Vij teaches a method and apparatus for sharing user information in a group 
communication (title, abstract, paragraphs 0001, 0014) such as user presence and/or 
location information (paragraph 0003). Vij also shows predefined groups of users 
(paragraph 0028) and user presence and/or location is announced through point-to- 
point alerts or group alerts (paragraph 0029). Vij also teaches receiving response 
Ack about the location of at least one of the users of the predefined group to which the 
information about the location of the mobile device was transmitted (see paragraphs 
0030-0033 wherein using user-initiated point-to-point alerts, a user presses a PTT 
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button on the phone to send the alert to members in a designated group and if a 
guaranteed delivery alert is used, then the user receives an "Ack" alert if the alert is 
successfully delivered, or a "Nak" if it isn't so that the user can figure out which 
members are online, in a meeting, at an airport, etc.). Vij also teaches that other 
members in a predefined group may also receive the "Ack" so that they to can be 
informed of presence and/or location of other members in a predefined group 
(paragraphs 0034-0036). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu to use the guaranteed delivery alert as 
taught by Vij in order to inform the user that presence and/or location information has 
been successfully received by members of the chat group. 

Sandhu in view of Vij do not show to include a method with which the location 
of the first mobile device is determined in information about the location of the 
mobile device. 

Kinnunen teaches wherein the location information includes information 
regarding a method with which the location was determined (col. 2 lines 22-24, 47, and 
58-64, col. 8 lines 62-65). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu in view of Vij to include information 
regarding a method with which the location was determined as taught by Kinnunen in 
order to indicate the accuracy of the location data as disclosed by Kinnunen (col. 8 lines 
36-38). Regarding to claim 46, Sandhu further teaches taking predefined privacy levels 
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assigned to predefined groups or to users belonging to predefined groups are taken into 
account in the transmission of information (col. 5 lines 53-65). 

Regarding claim 36. Sandhu teaches a second network element configured to 
act as a group management server (col. 8 lines 36-38) and at least two mobile devices 
configured to participate in a group call (col. 2 lines 34-35 and 58-62, col. 5 lines 35-47). 

Regarding claim 37. Vij teaches wherein the at least first and second mobile 
devices comprise a keyboard with at least one key, means to detect a pressing of a 
predetermined key of the keyboard, and means to signal a transmission request to the 
network element on the basis of the detection, wherein the network element is 
configured to receive the request and allocate transmission turns between the mobile 
devices on the basis of the requests received from the mobile devices (paragraphs 
0001-003, 0014, 0019, 0031). 

Regarding claim 39. Sandhu teaches wherein the network element is configured 
to transmit location information relating to the first mobile device to a group of other 
devices (col. 2 lines 58-62 and figure 4). 

Regarding claim 40. Sandhu teaches wherein the time when the location was 
determined and the method with which the location was determined are included in the 
location information (col. 4 line 66 - col. 5 line 2). 

Regarding claim 44. Sandhu further teaches the distribution medium comprising 
a computer readable medium (Figure 2, 17-i), a program storage medium (Column 2, 
Lines 58-62 and Figure 4), a record medium (Column 2, Lines 38-39), a computer 
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readable memory (Column 2, 17-i), a computer readable software distribution package 
(Column 4, Line 10), or a computer readable compressed software package. 
8. Claim 57 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sandhu 
et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,867,733 hereinafter Sandhu) in view of Somani et al (6,718,173 
hereinafter Somani). 

Regarding claim 57. Sandhu teaches a data communication method in a 
communication system, comprising: transmitting and receiving speech and/or data by 
means of a plurality of terminals of a user of the communication system (col. 2 lines 58- 
61 ), determining the location of each of the plurality of terminals (col. 2 lines 36-38) 
responsive to the detection of speech and / or data (col. 4 lines 58-62) by each of the 
plurality of terminals, transmitting, with the speech or data, information about the 
location of each of the plurality of terminals to a predefined group of users currently 
connected to a network element of the communication system (col. 2 lines 59-63), 
taking predefined privacy levels assigned to the plurality of terminals into account in the 
transmission of the information (col. 5 lines 53-65). 

Sandhu does not teach transmitting the location information of a terminal that 
moves more than a predefined distance. 

Somani teaches transmitting the location information of a terminal that moves 
more than a predefined distance (col. 1 lines 20-25, col. 4 lines 56-59). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the teachings of Sandhu to transmit location information of a 
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terminal that moves more than a predefined distance as taught by Somani in order to 
provide a conventional approach to location reporting (col. 1 lines 21-25). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claim 41 is allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

1 0. Applicant's arguments with respect to claimsl -1 5, 1 7-20, 22-32, 34-40, 43-46, 
48-57 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

—(2005/0073964) Schmidt et al is considered pertinent for group calls wherein 
a caller can send location information in a separate message or embedded with 
the voice packets (see all especially paragraph 0131). 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barry W. Taylor, telephone number (571) 272-7509, who 
is available Monday-Thursday, 6:30am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dwayne Bost, can be reached at (571) 272-7023. The central facsimile phone 
number for this group is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group 2600 receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2600, the 2600 Customer Service telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 
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